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May 2017 by the Numbers 

•  JNIM: Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen 
•  AQIM: Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
•  MINUSMA: United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 
•  CMA: Coordination for the Movement of Azawad 
•  GATIA: Self-Defense Imghad Tuareg Group and Allies  
•  MNLA: National Movement for the Liberation of the Azawad 
•  MAA: Arab Movement of Azawad  
•  CJA: Congress of Justice in Azawad 
•  CMPFR1: Coordination of Movements and Fronts of Patriotic Resistance (Platform) 

•  Sahel MeMo recorded at least 14 violent incidents with violent extremist organizations (VEOs) involvement. However 
only 7 officially claimed by Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM) through its media arm az-Zallaqa.   

•  Sahel MeMo recorded at least 23 casualties and 43 injuries among Malian Army, MINUSMA, and MNLA as a result of 
the 14 violent incidents by VEOs. Out of the 14 incidents, both MINUSMA and Malian forces were victims of 4 
attacks each [1 both simultaneously]. 

•  Among casualties recorded in May 2017, 3 MINUSMA peacekeepers killed and 14 injured. 19 Malian soldiers killed 
and 28 injured. 1 MNLA member assassinated.  

•  Sahel MeMo recorded at least 24 armed robberies incidents in May 2017. Non-government organizations (NGOs) were 
targeted by armed bandits at least 5 times, including ICRC and MSF. Armed robberies recorded all took place in 
northern and central Mali and most of the victims were civilians.  

•  Sahel MeMo recorded clashes between armed groups and militias signatories of the peace accord. 
•  3 violent incidents recorded by Sahel MeMo in Niger in Tillabéri Region while 4 others took place in Burkina Faso. No 

group claimed responsibility of these attacks. Members of Ansaroul Islam in Burkina Faso and Adnan Abu Walid al-
Sahraoui men are the main suspects. 

•  The month of May 2017 also witnessed at least two tragedies regarding migrants traveling to Libya through Niger. At 
least 52 migrants were found dead in the Nigerien desert.  



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and JNIM  

01 MAY 17: Reportedly, Barkhane forces arrested near 
Arabanda 4 suspects allegedly involved in Gourma Rharous 
attack of 18 APR 17.  

02 MAY 17: Malian Army supply convoy ambushed 
following an IED attack between Dogofri and Nampala, 
Segou Region. 9 soldiers killed and 5 injured, while 1 vehicle 
and weapons seized by militants. JNIM claimed 
responsibility (Right: JNIM statement #16).  

03 MAY 17: Militants targeted MINUSMA camp in 
Timbuktu by 6 rockets. 1 peacekeeper killed and 9 injured. 
The attack also caused major physical damages to the camp 
(see images). JNIM claimed responsibility (Right: JNIM 
statement #15). 



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and JNIM  

04 MAY 17: Malian Army vehicle struck an IED between 
Boni and Mondoro, Mopti Region.  

07 MAY 17: Malian Army checkpoint targeted and destroyed 
by a suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive device 
(SVBIED) followed by an armed assault at Almoustarat, Gao 
Region. At least 7 soldiers killed and 17 injured. JNIM 
claimed responsibility (Right: statement #17). The group 
claimed to have destroyed at least 7 vehicles and 2 trucks, 
while seizing 3 vehicles and weapons.  

06 MAY 17: Suspected jihadists attacked and burned the 
house of alcohol seller at Diafarabé, Mopti Region.  

11 MAY 17: MNLA fighter taken three months ago have 
been executed by suspected jihadists.  

07 MAY 17: JNIM claimed to have destroyed Barkhane 
armored vehicle and damaging two others 15km west of 
Tessalit, Kidal Region. (Right: statement #18)  



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and JNIM  

15 MAY 17: MINUSMA camp in Timbuktu was targeted by 
8 rockets. 4 peacekeepers and 3 Malian Army soldiers 
injured. JNIM claimed responsibility (Right: JNIM statement 
#19) 

Image released by JNIM showing its militants launching 
rockets on MINUSMA camp in Timbuktu.    

15 MAY 17: Malian Army clashed with unknown gunmen 
between Diabaly and Ndébougou, Segou Region.  

15 MAY 17: Truck belonging to French construction 
company SATOM struck an IED near Soumpi and Niafunké, 
Timbuktu Region. Driver suffered minor injuries.  

Image of SATOM 
truck struck by 
an IED near 
Soumpi. Source: 
Facebook    

16-17 MAY 17: Barkhane forces arrested unknown number 
of MAA-Platform at Anéfis in suspicion of collaborating 
with jihadist groups. Accusations denied by MAA. Suspects 
released 2 days later.  



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and JNIM  

23 MAY 17: MINUSMA patrol unit ambushed by gunmen 
5km of Aguelhoc, Kidal Region. 2 peacekeepers killed and 1 
injured. JNIM claimed responsibility (Right: JNIM statement 
#20) 

22 MAY 17: Reportedly, short video released of an agent for 
Institut National de la Prévoyance Sociale (INPS) kidnapped 
by members claimed to be of Macina brigade on April 27 in 
Youwarou area, Mopti Region.  

21 MAY 17: Unknown militants targeted MINUSMA/
military camp in Timbuktu airport with 2 rockets. JNIM did 
not claim the attack.  

23 MAY 17: Malian Army arrested more than 30 suspected to 
be involved with jihadist groups at Djénné, Mopti Region. 
The arrests took place during a livestock market.  

31 MAY 17: Malian Army supply convoy struck an IED then 
ambushed 30km from Nampala, Segou Region. 3 soldiers 
killed and 3 injured. JNIM claimed responsibility (Right: 
JNIM statement #21).  

24 MAY 17: Suspected jihadists attacked and burned local 
elementary school of Ndodjiga commune, Youwarou Circle, 
Mopti Region. No group claimed responsibility.  



Armed Banditry and Clashes Between non-Jihadist Armed 
Groups  

01 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen attacked and seized vehicle belonging to the Mécanisme Opérationnel de Coordination 
(MOC) near city of Gao. Though unclear who’s behind the incident, GATIA secretary general claimed were members 
collaborating with what he referred to as terrorists. This is the fourth MOC vehicle taken.  

01 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen attacked and seized vehicle belonging to Spanish humanitarian organization, Action 
Against Famine (ACF in French) at Tin-Hama, Gao Region. Passengers reportedly taken while women were released.  

02 MAY 17: Members of GATIA clashed with Ganda Koy fighters near Arbichi [Timbuktu Region] under unclear 
circumstances. Both militias accused each other of initiating hostilities. Reportedly, 4 Ganda Koy and 1 GATIA fighter 
killed.  

02 MAY 17: Reportedly, 3 MOC soldiers tried to rob a civilian of his motorcycle in Gao. The victim was killed while 
resisting the robbery and 1 MOC soldier also killed when shot accidently by his partner.  

05 MAY 17: 1 merchant killed by 2 unknown gunmen on motorcycle under unclear circumstances at Gaina, near Ansongo, 
Gao Region. 

06 MAY 17: 3 unknown gunmen on motorcycle attacked and robbed passengers’ vehicle between Tondibi and Taboye 
[Gao-Bourem route].  

09 MAY 17: Local merchant stabbed to death by unknown men in Gao.  

09 MAY 17: Vehicle belonging to MOC seized in Gao by unknown men.  

06 MAY 17: 4 unidentified gunmen attacked group of locals in Saraferé, Mopti Region. 2 civilians killed while others were 
robbed of their goods.  



Armed Banditry and Clashes Between non-Jihadist Armed 
Groups  

10 MAY 17: 4 unknown gunmen set on fire 2 vehicles belonging to the 
head of N’Gorkou forest post, Niafunké Circle. Attackers first fired at 
his house while the agent was absent.    

14 MAY 17: Local observer stated that GATIA unit arrested around 40 
civilians and asked them to leave the area of Amassine, 90km south of 
Kidal.   

12 MAY 17: Local observer reported that GATIA arrested under 
unclear circumstances 8 individuals while traveling near Adjlal, Kidal 
Region.    

14 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen temporarily abducted then released 
unharmed 4 ICRC employees in Toguéré-Coumbé, Mopti Region. 
JNIM released statement and denied to be involved. (Right: JNIM 
statement)   

14 MAY 17: Local man abducted allegedly by jihadists for organizing 
marriage celebration in Ali-Samba, Mopti Region. He was then 
released unharmed on May 19th.   

09 MAY 17: Camp commander of le Mouvement Populaire pour le Salut de l’Azawad (MPSA) – Platform kidnapped by 
unknown gunmen between Nebkit Elilk and Timbuktu. MPSA commander was identified as Elmehdi Ag Abdollahi and 
reports suggested the kidnapping is related to trafficking and criminal activities.  



Armed Banditry and Clashes Between non-Jihadist Armed 
Groups  

19 MAY 17: Local imam at Diandiori, Mopti Region kidnapped then released for organizing a ceremony celebrating his 
son’s completion of the learning of the Koran.  

18 MAY 17: Members of GATIA forces ambushed by unidentified gunmen at Acharaba, 115km north of Kidal, Kidal 
Region. 3 vehicles destroyed and no casualties. 

17 MAY 17: Armed bandits seized 2 vehicles belonging to ICRC at Dirga, 27km from Ansongo. Bandits did not take 
equipment and freed drivers later on once arrived at Tin Hama. 

22 MAY 17: Armed bandits on 3 motorcycles attacked and robbed population of village Azagala, 11km of Ansongo, Gao 
Region.  

21 MAY 17: Unidentified gunmen attacked the village of Monzongo, near Ansongo, Gao Region. 1 civilian killed.   

16 MAY 17: ICRC vehicle seized by unknown gunmen 40km north of Goundam, Timbuktu Region. Vehicle recovered by 
CJA and HCUA brigades on May 21st.  

15 MAY 17: Armed bandits attacked Mayor’s office in Ouatagouna, Ansongo Circle, Gao Region. 1 civilian killed and 1 
attacker injured after local self-defense group managed to chase assailants.  

14 MAY 17: 4 unidentified gunmen set on fire principal office school at Kam, Niafunké Circle, Timbuktu Region.  

23 MAY 17: 2 armed bandits on a vehicle attacked group of civilians at Tondibi, Bourem Circle, Gao Region and robbed 
them of their goods and money.  



Armed Banditry and Clashes Between non-Jihadist Armed 
Groups  

28 MAY 17: Village chief of Mougnoukana, Mondoro Commune [Mopti Region] assassinated by unidentified gunmen.  

23 MAY 17: Vehicle belonging to Malian gendarmeries taken by 2 unknown gunmen in Gao at 4th district.   

29 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen seized vehicle belonging to World Health Organization (WHO) in Kidal.  

23 MAY 17: Médecins Sans Frontiere (MSF) office in Kidal robbed by armed bandits in Kidal. Guard was tied up and 
assailants everything they found. 

23 MAY 17: Vehicle belonging to MOC taken by unknown gunmen in Gao.   

23 MAY 17: Vehicle belonging to Malian gendarmeries taken by unknown gunmen in Gao.   

24 MAY 17: Armed bandits attacked and robbed passengers traveling on a truck near Ansongo while heading to Ménaka.  

30 MAY 17: 2 bandits arrested while trying to seize a vehicle belonging to NGO HCR in Gao.   



Niger and Burkina Faso Incidents 

11 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen attacked gendarmerie post at Ayorou, Tillabéri Region, Niger. 5 gendarmes injured and 5 
vehicles seized by assailants in addition to arms and ammunition.   

12 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen temporarily abducted veterinarian and seized his vehicle at Forage Christine, Oudalan, 
Burkina Faso.   

12 MAY 17: Burkinabe forces reportedly killed a member of Ansaroul Islam identified as Gorane Dicko, and believed to 
be behind several attacks on local forces in Sahel Region, Burkina Faso.   

14 MAY 17: Unknown gunmen attacked and killed N’Diahoyé village councilman in Oudalan Province, Burkina Faso. 1 
other person injured.    

18-19 MAY 17: Local population clashed with members of self-defense group, Koglweogo at Tialgho and Goundi, 
Commune Ténado, Sanguié province, Burkina Faso. At least 6 people killed and unknown number of others injured, while 
authorities arrested members of Koglweogo. 

27 MAY 17: Retired policeman shot and killed by two unknown gunmen in his house at Djibo, Soum Province, Sahel 
Region, Burkina Faso. Wife of the victim was also injured in addition to one attacker killed.  

27 MAY 17: Unidentified gunmen attacked Nigerien border post Pétèl-Kolé, Tillabéri Region, Niger, on the border with 
Burkina Faso. 2 Nigerien policemen and 1 civilian killed, and 3 other policemen injured. Attackers arrived on 5 
motorcycles, also seized and burned arms and ammunition during the attack.  

08 MAY 17: Reportedly, 8 migrants found dead in the Nigerien desert trying to cross to Algeria. Victims included 5 
children, 2 women, and 1 men, all Nigeriens.  



Niger and Burkina Faso Incidents 
30 MAY 17: Reportedly, 44 migrants found dead in the Nigerien desert trying to cross to Libya. Victims included 3 
infants, 2 minors, and 7 women.   

31 MAY 17: Unidentified gunmen reportedly on board of 14 vehicles attacked Nigerien military post at Abala, Tillabéri 
Region, Niger. 6 Nigerien members of security forces killed [4 national guards and 2 gendarmes]. Nigerien government 
confirmed collaborating with the MSA and GATIA forces that engaged with the attackers after fleeing to Ménaka Region, 
Mali. MSA claimed to have clashed with the attackers the following day 40km west of Andéramboukane, Ménaka Region, 
and to have recovered part of weapons seized from Nigerien forces.  


