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November	2016	by	the	Numbers	

•  AQIM:	Al-Qaeda	in	the	Islamic	Maghreb	
•  MUJWA:	The	Movement	for	Unity	and	Jihad	in	West	Africa	
•  MINUSMA:	United	NaMons	MulMdimensional	Integrated	StabilizaMon	Mission	in	Mali	
•  CMA:	CoordinaMon	for	the	Movement	of	Azawad	
•  GATIA:	Self-Defense	Imghad	Tuareg	Group	and	Allies		
•  HCUA:	High	Council	for	the	Unity	of	Azwad	(HCUA)	

November	2016	by	the	numbers:	
•  At	least	28	aWacks	conducted	by	violent	extremist	organizaMons	(VEOs)	recorded	in	November	2016.	However	only	11	

were	officially	claimed	by	jihadist	groups.	6	claimed	by	Ansar	al-Din	through	its	media	arm	al-Rimah	and	5	claimed	by	
AQIM	through	al-Andalus	or	al-Ribat	media	outlets.	

•  Out	of	28	aWacks	Malian	forces	were	targeted	11	Mmes,	Barkhane	forces	5	Mmes,	MINUSMA	5	Mmes,	armed	groups	3	
Mmes,	and	civilians	4	Mmes.		

•  Out	of	28	aWacks	9	took	place	in	Kidal	Region,	8	in	Gao	Region,	4	in	Timbuktu	Region,	5	in	MopM	Region,	and	2	in	
Koulikouro	Region.		

•  Improvised	explosive	devices	(IEDs)	were	used	in	10	aWacks	out	of	28.	November	also	witnessed	the	use	of	a	suicide	
vehicle	borne	IED	(SVBIED)	in	one	aWack	and	rockets	used	twice.	MINUSMA,	Malian	Forces,	and	Armed	Groups	all	
were	subject	to	ambush	aWacks.	

•  Total	of	casualDes:	28;	the	wounded:	27.	At	least	13	Malian	soldiers,	1	French	soldier,	1	peacekeeper,	5	civilians,	and	
8	members	of	armed	groups	killed.	12	Malian	soldiers,	1	French	soldier,	7	peacekeepers,	4	civilians,	and	3	members	of	
armed	groups	injured.	

•  At	least	10	armed	robberies	registered	during	the	month	of	November	2016,	mostly	in	Central	Mali.			



04	NOV	16:	French	vehicle	of	Barkhane	struck	an	IED	60km	
from	Kidal.	1	French	soldier	killed.	(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	
statement).	Since	French	intervenMon	in	Mali	on	January	
2013,	18	French	soldiers	reportedly	killed.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

04	NOV	16:	Ansar	al-Din	claimed	to	have	destroyed	2	
French	Barkhane	vehicles	40km	northeast	of	Kidal.	(Right:	
Ansar	al-Din	statement)	

04	NOV	16:	AQIM	brigade	al-Murabitun	claimed	(below)	an	
IED	aWack	on	Malian	Army	between	Gao	and	In-Tahag.		



06	NOV	16:	Gunmen	stormed	and	briefly	seized	control	
of	town	Gourma-Rharous,	Timbuktu	Region.	Gunmen	
aWacked	and	chased	Malian	Army	out	of	its	base	before	
seizing	5	vehicles,	burning	6	others,	and	capturing	other	
military	equipment.	See	Ansar	al-Din	statement	officially	
claiming	the	aWack	and	images	(below)	released	by	its	
media	arm	al-Rimah	showing	spoils	of	the	aWack.	At	
least	1	Malian	soldier	injured.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

06	NOV	16:	MINUSMA	convoy	struck	an	IED	before	
being	ambushed	north	of	Douentza,	MopM	Region.	1	
peacekeeper	killed	and	7	injured.		

Images	of	weapons,	vehicles,	and	other	military	equipment	seized	by	Ansar	al-Din	south	aRer	Gourma-Rharous	aTack	on	06	NOV	16.			



07	NOV	16:	Gunmen	stormed	the	town	of	Banamba,	
Koulikoro	Region,	just	140km	north	of	Bamako.	
Reportedly	the	aWack	targeted	three	locaMons:	a	
prison,	a	bank,	and	a	gendarmerie	post.	No	clashes	
reportedly	took	place	afer	Malian	security	forces	
abandoned	their	posts,	3	vehicles	and	4	motorcycles	
were	seized	according	to	Ministry	of	Security.	Also	21	
prisoners	were	released	by	aWackers.	1	gendarme	and	
1	prison	guard	reported	missing.	1	suspect	reportedly	
arrested	on	11	NOV	at	Boron	village.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

07	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	vehicle	struck	an	IED	between	
Bambara-Maoudé	and	Douentza.		

12	NOV	16:	2	vehicles	belonging	to	French	construcMon	
company	SATOM	taken	near	Dofana	and	Niafunké.	
Local	sources	also	stated	seeing	2	Malian	Army	vehicles	
damaged	by	bullets.		

11	NOV	16:	Ansar	al-Din	claimed	an	IED	aWack	on	
Barkhane	armored	vehicle	near	Abeibera,	Kidal	Region.	
(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	statement)		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

12	NOV	16:	MINUSMA	fuel	supply	truck	and	Malian	Army	
vehicle	struck	two	IEDs	near	Gossi.	Al-Murabitun	brigade	of	
AQIM	claimed	the	aWack.	(Right:	AQIM	statement)		

13	NOV	16:	5	rockets	fired	on	MINUSMA	camp	in	Aguelhoc,	
Kidal	Region.		

15	NOV	16:	MINUSMA	vehicle	struck	an	IED	between	Ménaka	
and	Afoud.		

15	NOV	16:	Barkhane	forces	destroyed	3	vehicles	of	unknown	
armed	group	NW	of	Anéfis,	Kidal	Region.	

15	NOV	16:	Civilian	vehicle	struck	an	IED	at	Inaridjan,	50km	
south	of	Tinzawaten,	Kidal	Region.	3	civilians	killed	and	4	
injured.	

12	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	checkpoint	between	Gao	and	Gossi	
aWacked	by	unknown	gunmen.	2	soldiers	injured.	Al-
Murabitun	of	AQIM	claimed	it.	(Right:	AQIM	statement)			

15	NOV	16:	Unknown	gunmen	fired	at	Malian	Army	posiMon	
near	Tessit	and	Ansongo.	1	soldier	injured.	

15	NOV	16:	Unknown	gunmen	assassinated	village	chief	of	
Wouro	Allaye	Tèmè,	MopM	Region.	This	comes	afer	the	
assassinaMon	of	Youwarou	and	Diaba	chief	villages.		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

16	NOV	16:	Reportedly,	Ansar	al-Din	carried	an	ambush	aWack	on	GATIA	forces	at	Tisawached,	Kidal	Region.	3	GATIA	
fighters	reportedly	killed	and	Ansar	al-Din	did	not	officially	claim	the	aWack.		

20	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	convoy	transporMng	elecMons	ballot	boxes	heading	to	Douentza	aWacked	by	unknown	gunmen.	
5	soldiers	killed.	

20	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	convoy	aWacked	by	unknown	gunmen	near	Bambara-Maoudé.	4	soldiers	killed.	

21	NOV	16:	Suspected	jihadists	aWacked	village	Dilli	in	southwest	Mali.	They	aWacked	a	council	building	before	taking	off	
with	2	ambulances	and	1	vehicle.	1	civilian	killed.		

23	NOV	16:	Ansar	al-Din	claimed	to	have	destroyed	Barkhane	
vehicle	30km	south	of	Abeibera,	Kidal	Region.	Reportedly	1	
French	soldier	injured.	(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	statement)	

17	NOV	16:	Reportedly,	GATIA	convoy	ambushed	by	Ansar	al-Din	at	the	extreme	north	of	Kidal	Region.	According	to	the	
arMcle	3	GATIA	members	were	missing.	However	Ansar	al-Din	did	not	release	official	statement	claiming	the	aWack	like	
other	incidents	in	the	region.		

23	NOV	16:	Suspected	jihadist	arrested	at	Kayes,	south	of	
Mali,	in	possession	of	a	machine-gun	and	ammuniMon.		

23	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	vehicle	struck	an	IED	between	Gao	
and	Bourem	at	Tondibi.	2	killed	and	7	injured.			

24	NOV	16:	Reportedly	an	important	figure	of	Ansar	al-Din,	
idenMfied	as	AWaher	Ag	Ihadou,	was	arrested	in	Gao.		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

29	NOV	16:	SVBIED	targeted	MINUSMA	and	foreign	forces	base	in	Gao	
airport.	Only	suicide	bomber	killed	and	no	casualMes	among	
MINUSMA	and	Malian	soldiers	staMoned	at	the	nearest	base	from	the	
aWack	but	the	explosion	caused	major	damages	to	the	site	and	to	a	
helicopter	and	an	airplane.	Al-Murabitun	brigade	of	AQIM	claimed	
responsibility	and	released	images	of	the	4	aWackers	parMcipated	in	
the	aWack	(see	next	slide).	Originally	there	were	two	VEBIED	but	one	
suicide	bomber	abandoned	his	vehicle.	(Right:	AQIM	statement;	
Below:	Images	afer	the	aWack)	
•  Vehicles	used	during	the	aWack	could	be	seen	in	the	image	to	the	

right.			

30	NOV	16:	Vehicle	of	GATIA	struck	an	IED	110km	southeast	of	Kidal	
near	Ajlal.	5	killed	and	3	wounded.		

28	NOV	16:	Malian	Army	vehicles	aWacked	by	unknown	gunmen	in	Tagoudou,	Gao	Region.	2	Malian	soldiers	killed	and	1	
injured.			

27	NOV	16:	Reportedly,	unidenMfied	gunmen	on	motorcycles	entered	the	village	of	Mondoro,	MopM	Region	afer	Malian	
Army	lef	the	village	24	hours	earlier	to	reinforce	their	counterpart	in	Hombori.	No	violence	reported	and	gunmen	lef	the	
village	afer	spending	hours	circulaMng	on	the	streets.		



Attackers Preparing for the Attack on Gao Airport on 29 NOV 
16 Claimed by Al-Murabitun of AQIM.   

Abdelhadi	al-Ansari	 Ayman	al-Ansari	 Abou	Khalid	al-Ansari	 Aakrama	al-Ansari	

Military	training,	
explosives,	and	
ammuniDon	during	
preparaDon	for	Gao	
airport	aTack.	Images	
released	by	AQIM.		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

29	NOV	16:	Barkhane	base	in	Timbuktu	was	
targeted	by	rockets.	AQIM	branch	of	Grand	Sahara	
released	statement	and	claimed	responsibility.	
(Right:	AQIM	statement;	Below:	Images	launching	
the	rockets	released	by	AQIM)	



Attacks Related to Armed Bandits and Criminal Activities 

07	NOV	16:	3	civilians	killed	and	1	injured	when	two	vehicles	near	Niafunké	were	aWacked	by	unknown	gunmen.		

18	NOV	16:	Unknown	gunmen	intercepted	a	vehicle	transporMng	elecMons	materiel	near	Douékiré	between	Goundam	
and	Timbuktu.	Gunmen	set	elecMons	documents	on	fire	and	passengers	were	not	harmed.		

16	NOV	16:	Campaign	manager	of	Kerena	Mayor	was	shot	and	killed	by	unidenMfied	gunmen	near	Douentza.			

07	NOV	16:	Village	chief	of	Diaba,	Djénné	Circle,	MopM	Region,	assassinated	by	3	unknown	gunmen.	The	3	suspects	
managed	to	escape.		

21-22	NOV	16:	Tassiga	village	chief	aWacked	by	unknown	6	gunmen.	1	civilian	injured.		

19	NOV	16:	TransportaMon	bus	aWacked	by	unknown	3	gunmen.	Gendarme	among	passengers	reacted	and	injured	1	
aWackers	while	few	passengers	were	robbed	near	Ansongo.			

28	NOV	16:	Unknown	gunmen	entered	the	village	and	carried	acts	of	abuses	against	civilians	at	village	Mondoro	near	
Douentza.	Gunmen	according	to	locals	took	advantage	of	Malian	forces	abandoning	their	post	afer	the	end	of	elecMons.			

28	NOV	16:	Unknown	gunmen	aWacked	and	seized	vehicle	of	Bourra	Commune’s	Mayor.	Driver	was	injured	while	
gunmen	managed	to	escape	with	the	vehicle.		

29	NOV	16:	Armed	bandits	aWacked	civilian	transportaMon	vehicle	5km	from	Ouatagouna	village.	2	members	of	Plaoorm	
forces	injured	while	aWempMng	to	arrest	armed	bandits.		

27	NOV	16:	4	Orange	Mali	workers	and	their	guide	taken	at	Serma,	Douentza	Commune,	Central	Mali.	They	were	in	a	
mission	to	install	network	tower.		



Notable Security Incidents in Niger (Diffa Region not included) 

01	NOV	16:	Violent	clashes	erupted	between	Fulani	caWle	herders	and	Hausa	farmers	near	the	village	of	Bangui.	Nigerien	
government	led	by	Interior	Minister	Mohamed	Bazoum,	held	urgent	meeMngs	in	the	village	between	different	
communiMes.		

01	NOV	16:	Urgent	meeMngs	were	held	in	Agadez	following	assassinaMon	aWempt	against	Amoumane	Kalakouwa,	former	
leader	of	NaMonal	Movement	for	JusMce	(MNJ)	rebel	group	and		currently	serving	within	the	ranks	of	Nigerien	Army	in	
Agadez	Region.		

07	NOV	16:	Heavily	armed	gunmen	aWacked	Nigerien	security	post	at	Banibangou,	Tillabery	Region.	5	soldiers	killed	and	4	
injured.	Interior	Ministry	said	two	assailants	killed	and	26	others	armed	arrested.		

24	NOV	16:	UnidenMfied	gunmen	aWacked	security	post	at	Dolbel,	Tillabéry	Region.	2	gendarmes	killed.			


