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October	2016	by	Numbers	and	Analysis	
•  Ansar	al-Din	remains	the	main	threat	to	French,	Malian,	and	MINUSMA	forces.	Ansar	al-Din	threat	is	high	and	most	

likely	to	conNnue	in	Kidal	Region	and	in	MopN	Region	through	Macina	brigade.	
•  At	least	18	aRacks	related	to	VEOs	operaNng	in	Mali	in	October	2016.	Ansar	al-Din	officially	claimed	7	out	of	the	18	

aRacks	through	its	media	arm	al-Rimah,	AQIM	claimed	1	aRack,	and	10	aRacks	were	unclaimed.		
•  Out	of	18	aRacks	MINUSMA	forces	were	targeted	5	Nmes,	Malian	Army	8	Nmes,	Barkhane	forces	3	Nmes,	1	civilian	

vehicle	[ambulance	at	Malian	Army	checkpoint],	and	1	aRack	rockets	were	fired	on	the	city	of	Gao.		
•  There	were	at	least	16	casualNes	and	21	injuries	in	violent	aRacks	related	to	VEOs	in	Mali	in	October	2016.		

q  At	least	11	Malian	security	forces	members	killed	and	at	least	8	injured.	
q  2	MINUSMA	peacekeepers	killed	and	at	least	7	injured.		
q  6	French	soldiers	injured	and	3	civilians	killed.		

•  Number	of	aRacks	per	region:	
q  Kidal	Region:	5	
q  Timbuktu	Region:	6	
q  Gao	Region:	4	
q  Central	Mali:	3	

•  October	2016	witnessed	worrying	development,	MUJWA	splinter	that	pledged	allegiance	to	so-called	Islamic	State	in	
May	2015	claimed	two	aRacks	through	Mauritania’s	news	outlet	al-Akhbar.info.	ARacks	claimed	took	place	in	Niger	
and	Burkina	Faso.		

•  Niger	and	Burkina	Faso	borders	area	with	Mali	witnessed	at	least	4	violent	aRacks	related	to	VEOs.		

•  AQIM:	Al-Qaeda	in	the	Islamic	Maghreb	
•  MUJWA:	The	Movement	for	Unity	and	Jihad	in	West	Africa	
•  MINUSMA:	United	NaNons	MulNdimensional	Integrated	StabilizaNon	Mission	in	Mali	
•  CMA:	CoordinaNon	for	the	Movement	of	Azawad	
•  GATIA:	Self-Defense	Imghad	Tuareg	Group	and	Allies		
•  HCUA:	High	Council	for	the	Unity	of	Azwad	(HCUA)	



03	OCT	16:	Ansar	al-Din	carried	
rockets	aRack	on	MINUSMA	camp	in	
Aguelhoc,	Kidal	Region.	In	response	
to	the	aRack	two	response	vehicles	
of	Chadian	conNngent	struck	IEDs.	2	
peacekeepers	killed	and	7	injured.	1	
civilian	also	killed.	Ansar	al-Din	
claimed	responsibility.	(Right:	Ansar	
al-Din	statement)		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali 

04	OCT	16:	Malian	Army	vehicle	
struck	an	IED	15km	from	Bambara	
Maoudé	toward	Douentza,	Timbuktu	
Region.	3	soldiers	killed	and	5	
injured.	(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	
statement)	



05	OCT	16:	MINUSMA	camp	at	Ber	was	targeted	by	four	mortars	shells	according	to	local	
sources.	No	damages	recorded.		

04	OCT	16:	Malian	Army	convoy	ambushed	near	In-Tellout	between	Goundam	and	
Timbuktu.	1	soldier	killed	and	1	injured,	also	1	civilian	injured	idenNfied	as	Goundam	
president	council	deputy.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA 

09	OCT	16:	Two	Barkhane	
vehicles	struck	2	IEDs	near	
Abeibera,	extreme	north	of	Kidal	
Region.	6	French	soldiers	injured.	
Ansar	al-Din	claimed	the	aRack	
(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	statement)		

10	OCT	16:	A	suicide	bomber	targeted	Swedish	unit	of	MINUSMA	while	patrolling	streets	of	
Timbuktu.	However,	the	aRacker	was	killed	before	detonaNng	its	suicide	vest.		

12	OCT	16:	Unknown	gunmen	aRacked	gendarmerie	post	at	weekly	market	of	Matomo,	Ke-
Macina	Circle,	MopN	Region.	No	casualNes	recorded,	staNon	burned	and	motorcycle	seized.		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA 

13	OCT	16:	Macina	
brigade	of	Ansar	al-
Din	ambushed	
Malian	Army	convoy	
between	Nampala	
and	Diabali	in	Central	
Mali.	According	to	
infographic	released	
by	Ansar	al-Din	
[right],	Macina	
brigade	burned	2	
vehicles,	killed	4	
soldiers,	seized	2	
vehicles,	1	BK,	6	RPG,	
12	AKs,	11	hand	
grenades,	8	armored	
vests,	and	different	
types	of	ammuniNon.					



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA 

13	OCT	16:	Ansar	al-Din	claimed	an	
IED	aRack	on	French	forces	25km	east	
of	Amachach	base,	Tessalit,	Kidal	
Region.	(Right:	Ansar	al-Din	
statement)		

13	OCT	16:	Malian	Forest	officer,	
Théodore	Somboro,	assassinated	by	
unknown	gunmen	in	Bankass	Circle,	
Central	Mali.	He	served	as	a	guide	to	
Malian	Army	during	counterterrorism	
operaNon	Seno.		

18	OCT	16:	Malian	Army	vehicle	struck	an	IED	between	Bourem	and	Temera.	2	soldiers	
injured.		

18	OCT	16:	Gunmen	aRacked	vehicle	delivering	medical	supplies	at	a	checkpoint	7km	from	
Gossi,	central	Mali.	One	nurse	reportedly	killed.		



30	OCT	16:	Suspected	members	of	Macina	brigade	of	Ansar	al-Din	engaged	in	armed	assault	
with	Malian	Army	near	In-Tellit,	30km	from	Timbuktu.	Allegedly,	Malian	forces	made	several	
arrests	in	nearby	villages	in	response	to	the	aRack.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA 

20	OCT	16:	Malian	Army	ambushed	by	gunmen	on	4	vehicles	and	motorcycles	between	
Goundam	and	Timbuktu.	Reportedly	3	soldiers	killed,	unknown	number	of	wounded	soldiers,	
and	vehicle	seized	by	aRackers.			

20	OCT	16:	Two	rockets	launched	on	
MINUSMA	camp	in	Ansongo.	2	civilians	
injured.	AQIM	brigade	al-Murabitun	
claimed	responsibility,	though	the	
statement	[right]	was	released	through	
Ifriqya	al-Muslima,	one	of	AQIM	media	
outlets,	on	08	NOV	16.		

24	OCT	16:	Rockets	launched	by	unknown	gunmen	on	the	city	of	Gao,	however	no	casualNes	
or	damages	reported.		



Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA 

26	OCT	16:	Ansar	al-Din	released	short	
statement	through	its	media	arm,	al-Rimah,	
claiming	an	IED	aRack	on	French	armored	
vehicle	near	Abeibera,	north	Kidal	Region.		

30	OCT	16:	Ansar	al-Din	claimed	launching	
rockets	on	French	and	MINUSMA	base	in	
Kidal	damaging	2	helicopters.	Photos	of	
damaged	helicopters	circulated	later	in	
social	media.		

MINUSMA	Helicopter	damaged	by	rockets	launched	
by	Ansar	al-Din.		



17	OCT	16:	Jihadists	aRempted	a	prison	break	at	Koutoukalé,	Niger	to	free	fellow	detained	
jihadists.	Unconfirmed	reporNng	said	Adnan	Abu	Walid	al-Sahraoui	men	claimed	responsibility	
of	the	aRack.	Al-Sahraoui	men	pledged	allegiance	to	so-called	Islamic	State	in	May	2015.		

14	OCT	16:	Gunmen	kidnapped	missionary	worker	at	Abalak,	Niger.	The	hostage	was	idenNfied	
as	Jeffrey	Woodke,	an	American	ciNzen	who	has	been	working	in	the	country	for	20	years,	
reportedly.	No	group	officially	claimed	the	kidnapping.		

Attacks Related to Violent Extremist Organizations: AQIM, 
Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Niger 

06	OCT	16:	Unknown	gunmen	aRacked	Nigerien	security	forces	based	at	the	refugee	camp	
Tazalit,	Tahoua	Region,	Niger.	22	members	of	security	forces	were	killed:	14	NaNonal	Guards,	
5	gendarmes,	and	3	soldiers.	No	group	claimed	responsibility.	For	more	on	the	incident	see	
here.		

17	OCT	16:	Unconfirmed	reporNng	and	local	witnesses	said	violent	clashes	between	Tebu	and	
Tuareg	gunmen	took	place	at	Tchibarakaten	[near	illicit	gold	mining],	Agadez	Region,	Niger.	
Circumstances	about	the	clashes	remain	unclear	and	allegedly	former	Tuareg	rebel,	
Amoumoune	Kalakouwa,	was	involved.		

29	OCT	16:	Amoumoune	Kalakouwa	escaped	an	assassinaNon	aRempt	by	unknown	gunmen	
near	Telwa	valley,	Agadez	Region.	Amoumoune	is	a	former	military	leader	of	Tuareg	group,	
Niger	Movement	for	JusNce	(MNJ).	Several	arrests	made	later.	Source:	Aïr	Agadez	Info.		



12	OCT	16:	Gunmen	aRacked	Burkina	Faso	
security	post	in	Intangom	near	the	borders	with	
Mali	and	Niger.	Unconfirmed	reporNng	said	Adnan	
Abu	Walid	al-Sahraoui	men,	that	pledged	
allegiance	to	so-called	Islamic	State	(ISIS)	in	May	
2015,	claimed	responsibility.	4	soldiers	and	2	
civilians	killed,	while	aRackers	seized	vehicles	and	
weapons.		

Attacks Related to VEOs: AQIM, Ansar al-Din, Islamic State 
Branch, and MUJWA in Burkina Faso 

22	–	23	OCT	16:	Burkina	Faso	security	forces	
reportedly	clashed	with	suspected	militants	in	
Ouagadougou.	The	suspects	were	supposedly	
conducNng	recruitment	efforts	of	local	youth	to	
join	unknown	jihadist	group	and	to	carry	aRacks	
against	Burkina	Faso	forces.	1	suspect	killed	
during	a	pursuit	operaNon	while	others	managed	
to	escape	and	remain	at	large.		

Source:	La-croix.com	



Attacks Related to Armed Bandits and Criminal Activities 

01	OCT	16:	Unknown	militants	kidnapped	two	sons	of	CPA	Secretary	General	Mohamed	
Ousmane	Ag	Mohamedoune.	Kidnappers	reportedly	demanded	ransom	of	8	Million	CFA	(	~	
$13,700.00)	for	their	release.	Both	sons	were	reportedly	released	on		21	OCT	16	for	a	ransom	
of	1	Million	CFA	(~	$1700.00).		

03	OCT	16:	Four	unknown	gunmen	aRacked	small	village,	Bougoumeira,	10km	from		
Goundam.	1	civilian	killed	and	several	others	injured.		

05	OCT	16:	Unknown	gunmen	robbed	passengers	traveling	on	Sikasso	–	Hérémakono	route	
near	Burkina	Faso	borders.		

09	OCT	16:	Vehicle	belonging	to	NGO	AcNon	Against	Famine	was	taken	by	armed	men	
around	Ouatagouna,	near	city	of	Gao.		

11	OCT	16:	One	kid	killed	and	another	injured	while	playing	with	an	IED	found	in	Diengo	near	
Niafunké.		

10	OCT	16:	One	person	killed	and	others	injured	in	clashes	between	Fulani	and	Bambara	
families	at	Diaka,	Segou	Region,	Central	Mali.		



28	OCT	16:	Armed	bandits	aRacked	and	robbed	a	civilian	bus	at	Boré,	near	Douentza.	No	
human	casualNes	reported	while	travelers’	goods	were	taken.			

Attacks Related to Armed Bandits and Criminal Activities 

24	OCT	16:	UnidenNfied	gunmen	carried	an	aRack	on	toll	staNon	15km	from	Dialakoroba	and	
30km	from	Bamako.	3	civilians	killed.	Bandits	suspected	to	be	behind	the	aRack	and	seized	
the	money	at	the	staNon.					

19	OCT	16:	2	Unknown	gunmen	on	motorcycle	aRempted	to	seize	a	vehicle	in	Timbuktu	but	
failed,	however;	1	civilian	injured.		

18	OCT	16:	Armed	bandits	robbed	livestock	merchants	by	taking	their	money,	approximately	
10,000	USD,	at	the	local	market	of	KaN.		

14	OCT	16:	School	delegaNon	aRacked	by	unknown	gunmen	in	Sambani	near	Niafunké.	
Armed	bandits	seized	delegaNon	belongings	and	6	motorcycles.			

13	OCT	16:	Armed	bandits	robbed	civilians	from	their	goods	at	Tonka,	village	located	15km	
from	Niafunké.	Civilians	were	traveling	to	local	market	to	sell	their	goods.	Forest	agent	and	
off	duty	Malian	soldiers	were	also	vicNms	of	an	aRack	by	same	armed	bandits	hours	earlier.		



04	OCT	16:	CMA	military	post	was	aRacked	late	at	night	by	suspected	members	of	CM-FPR.	
ARackers	were	supposedly	captured.			

Violence Related to and Between Armed Groups Signatories to the 
Peace Accord 

08	OCT	16:	Cheick	Ag	Aoussa,	military	commander	of	the	HCUA	killed	when	his	vehicle	
exploded	shortly	aper	leaving	MINUSMA	camp.	SNll	unclear	who	is	behind	the	assassinaNon	
and	no	group	claimed	responsibility.	Achafgui	Ag	Bohada	was	nominated	to	be	the	new	
HCUA	military	chief.		

16	OCT	16:	UnidenNfied	gunmen	assassinated	member	of	CMA	idenNfied	as	Dahmane	Ag	
Alhader	at	In-Lamawane,	Gao	Region.	Supposedly	subsequent	clashes	took	place	near	In-
Tillit	on	17	OCT	16.		

11	OCT	16:	Notable	of	Kel	Ansar	Tuareg	clan	kidnapped	then	released	by	unknown	gunmen.	
Notable	was	idenNfied	as	Habadi	Ag	Mohamed	and	was	taken	at	Zouera,	Timbuktu	Region	
market	before	being	released	under	unclear	circumstances.		


