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Notable trends: Since the summer of 2018 Est Region of Burkina Faso witnessed rapid spread of violence attributed to unidentified militant
groups. While most of previous attacks were attributed to the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS), recent claims by Jama’t Nusrat al-
Islam wal-Muslimeen (JNIM) of attacks in the region confirm the presence of jihadist groups and the expansion of JNIM operations beyond
northern regions on the borders with Mali. For instance, and for the first time, on 29 December 2018 JNIM released statement claiming 30
November 2018 complex attack. The attack carried against mining company escort near Bongou, between Pama and Fado. During same
statement JNIM also claimed 22 December 2018 improvised explosive device (IED) attack near Kompienbiga on the road between Fada
N’Gourma and Pama, Kompienga Province. Insecurity in Est Region also preventing locals from conducting their usual livelihood activities
such as hunting and artisanal gold mining.

* According to OCHA'’s latest assessment of 20 December 2018 humanitarian needs increased in the Sahel, North, North-Centre, and Est
Regions due to insecurity since June 2018. Thousands of civilians in the regions listed are deprived from basic services in addition to being
traumatized. According to OCHA there are at least 47,029 internally displaced civilians, 779 schools are closed preventing 96,000 kids from
education while 105,000 people have no access to medical care. More than 180 casualties recorded while 146 injured since early 2016. See
next slide for more information.

* Violent attacks against security forces, institutions, and individuals with ties to central government continued in the month of December 2018
and most likely to continue in coming months. Acts of intimidation against civilian population witnessed during December as well and most
likely to continue most notably in Sahel, Boucle du Mouhoun, Nord and Est Regions with strong possibility of expansion to other regions.

* On 10 December 2018, teachers of Kiembara high-school, Sourou Province, Boucle du Mouhoun Region decided to close the school
following deteriorated security situation. Two policemen killed two days earlier in the area.

» There are legitimate concerns about increased armed attacks against security forces in the west and southwest parts of the country as
Menastream pointed out. I would add that while these attacks might be armed robberies, presence of militants affiliated with al-Qaeda or
Islamic State shouldn’t be ignored. Militancy presence was recorded there back in 2016 when Ansar al-Din established a brigade called
Khalid Ibn el-Walid in the area (see my blog from May 2016). The area was also mentioned by Amadou Koufa in his November 2018
speech. Malian, Burkinabe, and Ivory Coast borders to monitor closely.

* On 31 December 2018 Burkina Faso government announced state of emergency at least in parts of seven regions. The regions (in French) to
be affected are: La Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-Est, Sahel, Les Cascades, Est, Les Hauts-Bassins, and le Nord. Worth noting that on 05
December 2018 curfew from 8pm to 6am announced in Dori, Séno Province, Sahel Region. In the same region curfew already imposed since
October 23 at Djibo, Soum Province.
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OCHA Overview of the humanitarian situation as of 20 December 2018

Rising mr-ocumy in Burkina Faso’s Sahel, North, North-Centre and Eastern reglons has signifcanty increa ymanitaran nead ( n 4 Some 193 incidents of lnsocumy 3
' JEX Ie e " < ce The b of the year. A t ‘] na uprocied L 1 atised thousand f srnment off 31S &Nd sSu

e than 180 people have boon klllod and 146 wwndod The country |
dente 1 1 29 pecple uprooted from ther homes Some 779 schools have closed, depriving nearly 96,000 children of education. Arwnd
105,000 pooplo have No Access to modlcal care, mth four health centres shut down and seven only providing minimal services The humanitanan communty 15 appealing for US$93
million 1« st 1.2 milken people in 2019

shut down ar teact s been threatened, and

NSECURITY 3i PEOPLE IN NEED IN 2019

.}l 193 &' 180 i| 146 s

urity incidents xilled vounded (& \‘

002ee0 :

108 ¢
SR T G e | . 15 14 MALL o 4
10 12 12
LN
mEEEN - -
U JEs & &

Novd

DISPLACEMENTS ¢4 ( X
A 47,029 A» 24,586

Barwe Nodxus Douoerrce 5 Beeauaga
on Ko

[

o CENTRE-SUDN’ CENTRE

Qe

2ourewectr

Fovpn

*ONSE PLAN

Yo npl B A N W STl Noon,  CASCACES 676,000 466,000 622,000 25,000 41,000

{EALTH % T e 9 @ @ @

In Maimum service

105,000 zaffected people reopie eed by region in: Fu equired in 2018-2019

-
o™

»

779 closed schools " [T ot 152 'y

SIS S 9 Ll I &

B it i L SSESESS S mll -m - “m

&
®

Boys Girls




HOE L

- WEN

03 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS militants ambushed gendarmerie patrol vehicle between
Fada and Bougui, Gourma Province, Est Region. According to Ministry of Defense
statement 6 assailants killed, arms and ammunition seized while 1 gendarme injured.

04 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam militants abducted municipal councilman of
Nongodoum in Banh village, Loroum Province, Nord Region.

04 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam militants abducted two municipal councilmen
at Toéni Commune, Sourou Province, Boucle du Mouhoun Region.

04 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam or ISGS attacked gendarmerie patrol vehicle
between Dori and Seytenga, Séno Province, Sahel Region. 3 gendarmes injured while
3 vehicles also burned and building damaged.

05 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam militants ambushed and killed 2 policemen
near Kiembara, Sourou Province, Boucle du Mouhoun Region.

07 DEC 18: Unidentified gunmen fired their weapons at local credit union of Péni,
Houet Province, Hauts-Bassins Region.

08 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS militants attacked Piéni camp, Tapoa Province, Est
Region. Gunmen set on fire a local bar before leaving.

09 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS militants controlled and set up a checkpoint at the Arly
National Park, Tapoa Province, Est Region.

MINISTERE DE LA DEFENSE NATIONALE
ET__DES _ANCIENS __COMBATTANTS
GENDARMERIE NATIONALE

MAJOR
DIRECTION __ DE LA COMMUNICATION
ET_DES RELATIONS PUBLIQUES
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Unité — Progrés — Justice

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

Le lundi 03 décembre 2018, aux environs de 5Sheures, une équipe de la
Gendarmerie Nationale en mission de reconnaissance et d'interpellation est
tombée dans une embuscade dans la brousse de Bougui, région de I'Est.
L'équipe avait & bord de son véhicule, deux (02) présumés terroristes
préalablement interpellés.

A lissue de cet accrochage, le bilan est le suivant: six (06) présumés
terroristes ont été tués parmi lesquels les deux (02) interpellés qui étaient
menottés dans le véhicule.

Un (01) gendarme légérement blessé.

Quatre (04) fusils kalachnikovs et quatre (04) chargeurs garnis récupérés et
le véhicule endommagé par les tirs.

La Gendarmerie Nationale saisie’ cette opportunité pour inviter les
populations de la région de I'Est a une franche collaboration avec les
Forces de Défense et de Sécurité en appelant les numéros verts suivants :
le 16 ; le 17 et le 1010.

Ouagadougou; le:03.décembre 2018

La Direction de éﬁfhmuniéation et des Relations
Publiques de la Gendarmerie Nationale

Fada Gendarmerie post. Source: “Ou va le
Burkina Faso” Facebook Page




11 DEC 18: Unidentified gunmen attacked police station of
Bouroum Bouroum, Poni Province, Sud-Ouest Region on the
borders with Cote d’Ivoire. No casualties recorded but
building damaged.

12 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam militant destroyed
Firguindi school (see images), Soum Province, Sahel Region
using explosives.

14 DEC 18: Security forces repelled an attack against
ONASER post in Nadiagou forest, Pama Province, Est
Region.

14 DEC 18: Police employee assassinated by suspected Ansaroul Islam militants at Tongomayel, Soum Province, Sahel
Region.

15 DEC 18: NGO Kisal reported unidentified gunmen abducted village president at the local market of Nassougou,
Matiacoali Commune, Est Region. Assailants brought back the victim on 17 December before executing him publicly.

15 DEC 18: NGO Kisal reported unidentified gunmen assassinated first councilman deputy of Kabonga Commune, Pama
Province, Est Region.

15 DEC 18: Municipal council of Pimpébougou assassinated by suspected ISGS militants in Kompienga Province, Est
Region.

18 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam assassinated son of Mayor’s office Director of Tin Akoff at Baldiabé, Oudalan
Province, Sahel Region.
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18 DEC 18: Two unidentified gunmen dressed as forest agents seized vehicle at Tin-Ediar, Oudalan Province, Sahel Region.
Vehicle later discovered abandoned.

18 DEC 18: Unidentified gunmen seized ambulance belonging to Markoye health center at Tadabat, Oudalan Province,
Sahel Region. Nurse and driver forced out from the vehicle and left unharmed.

19 DEC 18: Burkinabe forces repelled an attack by suspected Ansaroul Islam militants at Tayaret, Gorom-Gorom, Oudalan
Province, Sahel Region. An IED was also discovered and dismantled in the area.

19 DEC 18: Unidentified gunmen robbed traveling merchants near Terpo, Poni Province, Sud-Ouest Region. 1 merchant
injured.

20 DEC 18: Two local officials and a son of one of them kidnapped then killed by suspected ISGS or Ansaroul Islam
militants near Manssifigui, Oudalan Province, Sahel Region.

21 DEC 18: Suspected Ansaroul Islam attacked Sono water and
forest station, Kossi Province, Boucle du Mouhoun Region on the
borders with Mali. No casualties recorded but the building severely
damaged (see images).
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22 DEC 18: Burkinabe Army
armored vehicle struck an
[ED near Kompienbiga on the
road between Fada N’Gourma
and Pama, Kompienga
Province, Est Region. 4
soldiers killed and 4 injured.
Images of the vehicle below
posted on “Ou va le Burkina
Faso” Facebook page. INIM
claimed responsibility on 29
December. (right: JNIM
statement)

23 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS or Ansaroul
Islam militants attacked water and forest
post in Tassamakat, Oudalan Province,
Sahel Region. No casualties recorded
while the building set on fire and two
motorcycles seized by assailants.

25 DEC 18: Two well-drilling company
employees briefly taken before being
released at Gouna between Tongomayel
and Inata, Soum Province, Sahel Region.
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DEC 2018 Chronology of Violent Incidents by Ansaroul Islam, JNIM,
1 ISGS, and Armed Bandits
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26 DEC 18: Police officer assassinated by suspected Ansaroul Islam of ISGS militants at Solhan, Yagha Province, Sahel
Region.

26 - 27 DEC 18: On the evening of Wednesday, December 26, around 9 am, | 08t yest eI TEX ISV FIReN PRI PRI
armed individuals set fire to the textbooks of Loroni school, located 25km e e i
from Toéni, Sourou Province, Boucle du Mouhoun Region. A patrol team of
the Territorial Brigade of Gendarmerie of Toéni and a reinforcing unit
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Complex Ambush on a Burkinabe Army Convoy in Toéni
Eliminating 10 Soldiers at Least, and Seizing Weapons and Ammunition, and Burning Enemy Vehicles
21st of Rabie al-Akhir 1440 Hijra / 28th of December 2018 M [ Az-Zallaga Foundation / JNIM ]

By the grace of Allah and His strength, a brigade of Mujahideen from "Jama'at
Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen" was able to set a secure ambush for a Burkinabee

army convoy on Thursday, the 20th of Rabie al-Akhir 1440 Hijra, corresponding to
the 27th of December 2018, targeting it on the road between “Toéni" and "Luli"
villages. This operation resulted in the elimination of 09 soldiers, and seizing
weapons and ammunition with them as spoils, and burning their vehicles.

Another Burkinabe army convoy attempted to intervene to remove the corpses of
their soldiers, but an explosive device detonated on it, which led to the complete
destruction of one of their vehicles, and causing deaths and injuries. Praise be to
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.

The aftermath of the IED attack near Toéni. Source: “Ou va le Burkina Faso” JNIM Arabic and English statements claiming
Facebook page. the attack.
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27 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS militants entered the village Naloanga, Koulpélogo Province, Centre-Est Region, gathered

local population and released an ultimatum of 10 days to stop producing and consuming local beer known as Dolo. Locals
also gathered by militants for prayer.

27 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS or Ansaroul Islam militants abducted then executed local imam of Bangao, Tin Akoff
Commune, Oudalan Province, Sahel Region.

27 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS entered the village Diabiga and burned the secondary school in Kompienga Province, Est
Region.

28 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS attacked gendarmerie post of Tanwalbougou, Gourma Province, Est Region. The attack lasted
for at least 3 hours while no casualties reported.

31 DEC 18: Suspected ISGS or Ansaroul Islam attacked customs post in Déou, Oudalan Province, Sahel Region. 1 custom
officer killed, 2 others (1 civilian) injured while 2 vehicles burned.




