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Islamic State Branch in the Sahel
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December 2016 by the numbers:

* Atleast 27 attacks conducted by violent extremist organizations (VEOs) recorded in December 2016. Ansar al-Din
officially claimed 17 out of the 27 attacks through its media arm al-Rimah.

* Out of 27 attacks Malian forces were targeted 12 times, Barkhane forces 6 times, MINUSMA 6 times, and civilians 3
times.

* Qut of 27 attacks 11 took place in Kidal Region, 4 in Gao Region, 3 in Timbuktu Region, 5 in Mopti Region, 3 in Segou
Region, and 1 in Sikasso Region.

* Improvised explosive devices (IEDs) were used in 11 attacks out of 27. Ambush and rocket also used by VEOs in more
complex attacks.

* Total of casualties: 4; the wounded: 6. At least 4 Malian soldiers killed and 6 wounded in December 2016. Also at
least 1 Malian soldier taken.

* Atleast 7 armed robberies registered during the month of December 2016, mostly in Central Mali. Attacks also
resulted casualties and injuries among civilians.

* Month of December witnessed the kidnapping of French/Swiss aid worker who was based in Gao city, Gao Region. As
of 31 JAN 17 no group claimed responsibility.

* AQIM: Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb

*  MUJWA: The Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa

*  MINUSMA: United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali
* CMA: Coordination for the Movement of Azawad

* GATIA: Self-Defense Imghad Tuareg Group and Allies

* HCUA: High Council for the Unity of Azwad (HCUA)
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03 DEC 16: Local reported unknown gunmen
attacked a checkpoint in Gao. Gunmen seized a
machine gun and no casualties reported.

04 DEC 16: Rockets launched on Barkhane site at
Amachach military base in Tessalit, Kidal Region.
Ansar al-Din claimed responsibility (Right: Ansar al-
Din statement)

05 DEC 16: Gunmen attacked prison of Niono, Segou
Region. 97 prisoners reportedly escaped and 1 guard
killed. Ansar al-Din claimed the attack was carried by
Ansar al-Din Macina brigade, 2 guards killed and
arms seized.
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Rockets launched on
Amachach base in
Tessalit on 04 DEC.
Source: Facebook
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Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali

05 DEC 16: MINUSMA vehicle struck an IED in Kidal. Ansar al-Din
claimed responsibility. (Right: Ansar al-Din statement)

06 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed to have carried an IED attack on
French vehicle at a valley 10km north of Abeibera, Kidal Region. (Right:
Ansar al-Din statement)

06 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed to have carried an IED attack on
French vehicle in Abeibera, Kidal Region. (Right: Ansar al-Din
statement)
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08 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed to have carried an IED attack on
French vehicle in Tessalit, Kidal Region. (Right: Ansar al-Din statement)

09 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed to have carried an IED attack on
French vehicle 5km near Boughessa, Kidal Region. (Right: Ansar al-Din
statement)
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11 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din
claimed to have carried
an IED attack on

French vehicle in Kidal
at Tazarghaft district.
(Right: Ansar al-Din
statement)
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Ansar al-Din, and MUJWA in Mali

11 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed an IED attack on MINUSMA vehicle on
Gossi — Hombori transit route. (Right: Ansar al-Din statement)

15 DEC 16: Unknown gunmen carried an attack on gendarmerie post
near borders with Burkina Faso at Bourra, Sikasso Region.

17 DEC 16: Unknown gunmen attacked Diafarabé, Mopti Region.

17 DEC 16: Unknown gunmen attacked Malian Army checkpoint at Léré,
Timbuktu Region. Malian Army technical seized, no casualties reported.
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18 DEC 16: Locals reported exchange of fire at Farach, village north of
Timbuktu. Locals accused suspected jihadists.

18 DEC 16: Malian Army clashed with Ansar al-Din fighters near
Ténenkou, Mopti Region. Ansar al-Din claimed the attack. (Right: Ansar
al-Din statement)
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19 DEC 16: Malian Army convoy ambushed near Diafarabé, Mopti Region, by unknown gunmen.

19 DEC 16: Malian Army reportedly dismantled jihadist cell near Diafarabé, Mopti Region. Suspects arrested.

20 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din attacked Malian Army checkpoint at Saye, Mopti Region. The group claimed killing 1 soldier,

injuring 1, and seizing 2 motorcycles. (Above: Ansar al-Din statement)

22 DEC 16: Malian Army vehicle struck an IED between Koli and Ke-Macina, Mopti Region. Ansar al-Din claimed the attack.

(Right: Ansar al-Din statement)
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21 DEC 16: Malian Army checkpoint attacked near Timbuktu on
transit road heading to Goundam. No casualties reported.

21 DEC 16: Gunmen attacked gendarmerie site at Saye, Segou
Region. 1 gendarme killed and 1 injured.
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24 DEC 16: French/Swiss female aid worker taken by unknown
gunmen in Gao. No group claimed responsibility. Aid worker was
identified as Sophie Petronin and affiliated with “Aide Gao”
organization.
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25 DEC 16: Rockets were launched on MINUSMA camp in Kidal.
Ansar al-Din claimed responsibility. (Right: Ansar al-Din statement)

25 DEC 16: Malian National Guard convoy ambushed between
Hombori and Gossi, Gao Region. 1 guard injured, 1 attacker killed,
several arrested, 2 motorcycles and weapons seized Malian forces.

26 DEC 16: Two Malian Army vehicles ambushed between Nampala
and Diabaly. 3 soldiers injured and 1 taken. Ansar al-Din claimed
responsibility, to have burned 1 vehicle and damaged 2 others.
(Right: Ansar al-Din statement)
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28 DEC 16: Ansar al-Din claimed an IED attack on
MINUSMA vehicle between Taghlit and Igherghar
village, 40km north of Aguelhoc, Kidal Region. (Right:
Ansar al-Din statement)
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29 DEC 16: MINUSMA tank struck an IED near
Taghlit, village located between Aguelhoc and
Tessalit. Ansar al-Din claimed responsibility. (Right:
Ansar al-Din statement)

29 DEC 16: MINUSMA vehicle struck an IED 20km
south of Aguelhoc. Ansar al-Din claimed
responsibility. (Right: Ansar al-Din statement)
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04 DEC 16: Unknown gunmen intercepted and burned a truck 30km from Gao. Truck belongs to a local businessman in
Gao and was transporting electrical wires. Driver and co-driver were not injured.

18 DEC 16: Unidentified civilian found dead, throat slit, near Tassiga, Ansongo Circle, Gao Region.

21 DEC 16: 4 armed bandits carried series of robberies at San. Managed to rob 3 stores, a bar, and a pharmacy.

22 DEC 16: Two gunmen attacked and robbed passengers traveling from Ménaka to Gao on a transportation truck.

26 DEC 16: Civilian vehicle attacked by unknown gunmen between Gao and Gossi. Passengers wounded and robbed
during the attack.

28 DEC 16: Gunmen attacked and seized armored vehicle belonging to the United Nations Refugee Agency in Timbuktu.

30 DEC 16: Gunmen attacked and robbed merchants returning from Doro weekly market, Mopti Region. 1 civilian injured
by gunfire.

31 DEC 16: Gunmen attempted carjacking local NGO vehicle in Timbuktu. 2 civilians injured, including an NGO worker.

16 DEC 16: Unidentified gunmen attacked military post at Nassoumbou, Sahel Region, Burkina Faso, 30km from the
Malian borders. Reportedly 12 soldiers killed and military equipment destroyed.

01 DEC 16: GATIA and CMA forces clashed at In-Tillit commune, Gao Region. 2 CMA fighters killed and 15 arrested in
addition to 4 vehicles seized according to GATIA. Meanwhile CMA claimed 1 casualty and unknown number of prisoners
and vehicles seized.
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